
St Joseph and St Peter, Newchurch 

 St James the Less, Rawtenstall 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10th July, 2022 

Telephone: 01706 215634 

Parish Priest: Father S. D. Stamp 

email: simon.stamp@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  

Masses in St James the Less  

Monday 11th July     Holy Mass 9.00am 
Wednesday 13th July   Holy Mass 9.00am 
Thursday 14th July  School Mass in church 9.00am 
Friday 15th July         Holy Mass 9.00am 
       
Saturday 16th July   Vigil Mass 6.30pm 
Sunday 17th July   Holy Mass 8.30am 
      Holy Mass 10.30am 

 
Confessions in St James the Less 

 
Saturday 16th July   5.30pm - 6.30pm 
 

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday  8.00am - 9.00am 
 

Readers at the Sunday Masses 16th & 17th July 
6.30pm Paul Higginbottom 
8.30am Paola Coe 
10.30am Paul Swarbrick 

Masses in St Peter’s  
Tuesday 12th July School Mass in church 11.00am 
Thursday 14th July   Holy Mass 12 noon 
Saturday 16th July   Holy Mass 11.00am 
 
Sunday 17th July   Holy Mass 9.30am 
 

Confessions in St Peter’s 
 

Saturday 9th July   10.00am - 10.45am 
Please note: no Confessions on Thursday of this week 

 
Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 
Saturday     10.00am - 11.00am 
Please note: no adoration on Tuesday or Thursday this 
week. 

 
Reader at Sunday Mass 17th July 

 
9.30am Maureen Ashworth 

 

Mass Intentions Received: 
Lately Dead: Moira Preston. Anniversary: Stan Bateson  
Sick: John Sumner, Teresa Bamber 
Other: Mary and Peter Connolly, James Farragher 

Masses for School Leavers 

As our children prepare to finish another school year, and 
our Year 6 children get ready for a new adventure, it is 
good that our schools will be giving thanks to Almighty 
God for all the gifts received over the course of the past 
year in celebrations of Holy Mass.  

On Tuesday, 12th July at 11.00am there will be a Leavers 
Mass for the children of St Peter’s and St Joseph’s in St 
Peter’s church. 

On Thursday, 14th July, there will be an end of year Mass 
for the children of St James the Less in St James the 
Less church. Parishioners are welcome at all Masses. 

My apologies to parishioners that the end of year school 
events have meant a different pattern of weekday 
Masses, particularly at St Peter’s, in the coming week. 

2022 Duck Derby at St James the Less 

The weekend of our Summer Fayre and Duck Derby has 
arrived at St James the Less! I am very grateful to 
those parishioners who have stepped up to the plate to 
organise this event which has not taken place for the 
past couple of years due to the pandemic. As I only 
arrived four weeks ago in the Parish, I am a bit of an 
observer and passenger this year, carried by others who 
have been involved in this event over many years and also 
some new helpers as well. But I am very happy it is taking 
place and I want to encourage everyone to come along 
and support it. All of the sponsorship for the races, and 
the ducks, are sold and everything is ready for a really 
wonderful afternoon. It will give me a chance to get 
around everyone and begin to get to know people, so 
thank you for your support in advance. In my previous 
Parishes, I have always been very involved and supportive 
of fund-raising. Parishes rely entirely on the generosity 
of parishioners and receive no funding from anywhere 
else. I know here in the Valley you too have a great 
tradition of fundraising events, so I am excited and 
looking forward to new developments with you! 

2022 Summer Fayre at St Peter’s RC Primary School 

This weekend also saw the School Summer Fayre at St 
Peter’s take place on Saturday. Thanks to the staff and 
volunteers for all their hard work, and many thanks to 
those parishioners who came along and supported the 
Fayre on the day. A lovely afternoon was had by all who 
attended. 



Parish Administrator (Secretary) 

In my previous Parishes, I employed for some hours in the week, a Parish Administrator/Secretary to help 
with the burden of the admin in both Parishes. This is something which is common now where a Priest is asked 
to take on more than one Parish. The Diocese have given permission for me to employ Mrs Siobhan Wood who 
was my Secretary in Accrington. She is currently working some hours for Father Francis Wadsworth in 
Accrington, and he has kindly allowed her to work some hours here as well. It will be a big help to me to have 
someone who has previously worked with me and is fully trained up already in all of the current Diocesan admin 
systems, as well as someone from outside the two Parishes who has no preconceptions and can deal evenly with 
both. Once Siobhan’s hours have been properly worked out, I will notify you all. 

St Peter’s School Play 

On Wednesday, 13th July at 1.30pm and Thursday, 14th July at 6.30pm, 92 children will be using the Parish 
Hall at St Peter’s to host performances of songs from the movies, as well as an edited version of the Roald 
Dahl classic, ‘Mathilda’. The children are so excited to be using the wonderful stage again after 3 years and 
performing in front of their families and school community. Parishioners are welcome to attend the 
afternoon performance on the Wednesday 

         Message from the Parish Priest Regarding the New Weekend Mass Times 

This past week, I received permission from the Bishop to introduce the new pattern of Mass times in both 
churches which I published last weekend. As I stated last weekend, I based the proposal to the Bishop very 
much on the responses I had received from parishioners in the consultation booklet. I was completely open to 
all of the options contained in the booklet and also to any other suggestions and I had no personal interest in 
choosing these particular times. I simply want the best arrangement of Masses for both Parishes. The new 
pattern of Mass times will be as follows: 

   Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm in St James the Less 

   Sunday Masses  9.00am in St Peter’s 

       11.00am in St James the Less 

   Monday   9.00am in St James the Less 

   Tuesday   9.30am in St Peter’s 

   Wednesday   9.00am in St James the Less 

   Thursday   7.00pm in St Peter’s 

   Friday   9.00am in St James the Less 

   Saturday   11.00am in St Peter’s 

These Mass times will be introduced on the first weekend in August, namely the 6th & 7th of August. 
This gives us a few weeks to publicise the new Mass times so no-one is caught unawares. Many parishioners 
have spoken to me since last weekend expressing their support for these Mass times and also their 
understanding that this is not an easy situation for any of us to resolve. A few parishioners have expressed 
their disappointment and sadness at this arrangement. Having organised an amalgamation of Parishes 
previously in Accrington, I want to reassure parishioners that I fully understand feelings of disappointment 
and sadness at the necessary changes and I am always ready to listen to any concerns to see if we can resolve 
them. I have learnt that an amalgamation of Parishes is not something that can be forced from the top; it 
entails a gradual change of mindset from both Priest and parishioners as we get used to the fact that the 
Priest can no longer spend all of his time and energy on just one church community but must try to ensure he 
gives a fair amount of time and energy to each place and community in his care. This is something which takes 
time and does not happen over night, and there are usually a few bumps in the road as new ways of doing 
things are worked through! The important thing is that we are patient with one another, and that we forgive 
one another when things don’t go our way.  

The change in Mass times is coming sooner in the process of amalgamation than I would normally wish for a 
number of reasons. Firstly, the current pattern on a Sunday morning, with Masses at 8.30am, 9.30am, 10.30am 
and then Baptisms so far each weekend in St James the Less at 12 noon, followed last Sunday at 2pm with a 
meeting with a couple preparing for Marriage who work during the week, is not sustainable. Aside from 
Baptisms and meetings, it means that the  Priest is currently celebrating five Masses over each weekend, 
including the Saturday morning Mass, which over a long period of time would result in burnout. Secondly, both 
the 8.30am parishioners and the 9.30am parishioners receive a ‘raw deal’ because the Priest is never able to 
speak to them after Mass because he is dashing off to the next place to be there in time. The parishioners at 
St Peter’s in particular would become frustrated over time because, since they only currently have the 9.30am 
Mass, I would never get to know any of them at all. I hope this explains the sooner than usual changes. 

The Bishop would like me to emphasise that these Mass times are still provisional as long as the consultation 
continues before the Parishes amalgamate and become one Parish. The boxes are back again in both churches 
for any comments/suggestions to be posted. If you have any further comments or suggestions regarding any 
issue, not just the Mass times, in the Parishes going forward, please feel free to write them down and post 
them in the boxes at the back of both churches. In the autumn, I plan to hold some Parish meetings in both 
places so that parishioners can have their say about what they would like to see. 


