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Masses in St James the Less 

Monday 28th November    Holy Mass 9.00am 
Monday 28th November   Requiem Mass 11.00am 
Wednesday 30th November  Holy Mass 9.00sm 
Friday 2nd December            Holy Mass 12 noon 
       
Saturday 3rd December  Vigil Mass 6.30pm 
Sunday 4th December   Holy Mass 11.00am 
       

Confessions in St James the Less 
 
Saturday 3rd December   5.30pm - 6.15pm 
 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wednesday     8.00am - 9.00am 
 

Readers at Sunday Masses 3rd & 4th December 
 

6.30pm  Bohdan Horbaczewskyj 
11.00am  Paola Coe 

Masses in St Peter’s 
 

Tuesday 29th November   Holy Mass 9.30am 
Thursday 1st December         Holy Mass 9.30am 
Saturday 3rd December   Holy Mass 11.00am 
 
Sunday 4th December   Holy Mass 9.00am 
 

Confessions in St Peter’s 
 

Saturday 3rd December   10.00am - 11.00am 
 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday     10.00am - 11.00am 
 

Reader at Sunday Mass 4th December 
 

9.00am  Ann Goy 

Mass Intentions Received: Lately Dead: Jack McGee; 
Leo Taylor; Anne Holden. Anniversary: Michael Anderson  
RIP: Patrick & Alice-Ann Walsh; Tracey and Fadden 
Families; Keith Todd; Todd and Snook Families; George 
Leonard; Rosaleen Leonard; Patrick Curran; Kathleen 
Curran. 

CAFOD Advent Raffle 
This weekend is the last chance to take part in the 
CAFOD Advent Raffle. Tickets will be sold at St James 
the Less after both the 6.30pm Vigil Mass and the 11am 
Sunday morning Masses this weekend. The draw will take 
place immediately after the 11am Mass in the Old School 
Room. Winners can claim their prizes immediately or from 
the Presbytery. Ticket numbers will be on the St James 
the Less Facebook page and on the Parish newsletter 
next weekend. Thank you to all who support CAFOD and 
to Betty Jordan whose cushions inspired the raffle. 

Jack McGee RIP 

This Monday, 28th November at 11.00am the Requiem 
Mass for Jack McGee will take place in St James the Less. 
May he rest in peace. Jack’s mortal remains will be 
received into St James the Less for a Vigil of Prayer on 
Sunday, 27th November at 6.00pm. We welcome back 
Canon Lupton who will celebrate both the Reception and 
the Requiem Mass. Please keep Jack and his family in your 
prayers at this time. 

November Dead List 
I have placed all names in a folder at the front of both 
churches. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Sponsorship for the Christmas Fayre 

I have written to many local firms this past week asking 
for either a donation of money or a prize for our 
Christmas Fayre. A number of these firms have already 
responded to indicate they are ready to support us. I want 
to say thank you to them and we will advertise their 
kindness nearer the time in the newsletter. Many thanks 
also to parishioners who are privately sponsoring events. 
If you would like to sponsor one of the stalls or events, 
please place your donation in an envelope clearly marked 
with the attraction you would like to sponsor. Many thanks. 

Welcome 

We welcome into the new life of grace Alice Olivia Uren 
who will be Baptised this Sunday, 27th November at 
12.30pm in St James the Less.  
We also welcome Martha Rae Watt who will be Baptised 
this Sunday, 27th November at 1.30pm in St James the 
Less. Please pray for these children. 

School Christmas Fayre at St Joseph’s 
This Friday, 2nd December at 3.00pm, our Parish 
Primary School, St Joseph’s, Stacksteads will be holding a 
School Christmas Fayre. Could I encourage parishioners to 
join me there to support our school on the day. 



Parish Mass Times 

When I received permission from the Bishop to 
change the Sunday Mass times following the initial 
consultation, he asked me to ensure that the 
consultation remained ongoing and that parishioners 
were made aware they could still make suggestions 
regarding the Sunday Mass times before the formal 
amalgamation and a fixed pattern was established. I 
am not in favour of change for change’s sake, but I 
have received some suggestions from parishioners 
since that time which to me seem sensible and 
reasonable. A few parishioners have requested an 
earlier time of 5.30pm for the Saturday evening Vigil 
Mass in St James the Less with the suggestion that 
this would be more attractive to people, especially in 
the winter months. Another parishioner has 
suggested that we move to weekday Mass times each 
day at 9.30am rather than ’chopping and changing’ 
each day. This parishioner pointed out that with 
school traffic the way it is both on Burnley Road and 
on Newchurch Road, in an amalgamated Parish it 
would be easier for parishioners to travel from one 
church to another if the weekday Mass was at 
9.30am. Added to this, I have noticed that since we 
changed to a noon Mass again at St James the Less, 
the numbers are lower than they were with the 
earlier time. 9.30am from Monday to Friday, keeping 
the later time on a Saturday, would be a compromise 
which would allow a slightly later time whilst still 
allowing me to visit one of the Primary Schools at 
lunchtime as well as establishing a regular pattern of 
visits to the sick and housebound in all three areas. 
Could I ask parishioners to send me their comments 
on these proposals? You can either e-mail me or put a 
note through the door. Although too much change is 
never good, it makes sense for us to get the pattern 
of Masses right for the future of our unified Parish. 
Please do have your say on this! 

Sacramental Programme Mass 

Next Sunday, 4th December at the 9am Mass in 
St Peter’s the children on the Sacramental 
Programme from St Peter’s Primary and St Joseph’s 
Primary will be presented and formally begin the 
programme for the year.  

Christmas Fayre - Sunday 11th December 
The Fayre will start straight after the 9am Mass 
on Sunday 11th December and will continue into the 
afternoon so that those at the 11am Mass can 
come along following that Mass. Could all helpers 
attend either the 6.30pm Vigil or the 9am Mass. 
 

 MEETING FOR HELPERS 
There will be a meeting this Wednesday, 30th 
November at 6.00pm in St Peter’s Hall. At this 
meeting I will allocate helpers who have volunteered 
to each stall and also outline a plan for the setting up 
of the Hall. All welcome 
 

 GRAND RAFFLE 
This weekend at all of our Masses, we will be handing 
out Raffle Tickets at both churches. Please do take 
some books of Raffle Tickets and either buy or sell 
them. The Raffle always makes a huge difference to a 
Fayre because it means we have some funds 
guaranteed before the Fayre begins. Could I 
encourage a big push on this over the next few weeks. 
 

 GOODS AND RAFFLE PRIZES 
Many thanks to those parishioners who have already 
donated goods for the Fayre and prizes. The Hall is 
filling up nicely, but we still do need many more goods, 
and especially bottles! Please bring your goods either 
to the Presbytery porch at St James the Less or to 
the back of church at St Peter’s where they can be 
placed in the shopping trolley. 
 

 SCHOOLS 
I want to extend a sincere thank you to all three of 
our Primary Schools who are helping to support our 
Christmas Fayre in different ways. Both St Peter’s 
and St Joseph’s are holding non-uniform days to 
collect goods for our Fayre, and St James the Less 
are distributing Raffle Tickets to parents. Please 
promote the Fayre among any families you know as 
there will be lots of things this year for the children. 
 

 HELPERS 
Thank you as well to those who have signed up to help 
at the back of church, or to bake some goods. All help 
will be gratefully accepted. I have been formulating a 
plan for the Hall over the past couple of days to have 
a look at where stalls will go, and will then also draw 
up a plan of volunteers. Some have offered to help in 
any way needed, whereas others have asked to help on 
specific stalls, so hopefully everyone will be allocated 
a role which they are happy with. 
 
There are many exciting stalls and attractions planned 
for both adults and children. As well as all the usual 
stalls and tombolas, I have also booked a balloon lady 
who is very talented at making all kinds of things with 
balloons, a creepy crawly roadshow with snakes and 
tarantulas and craft making activities for the children 
as well. We really want to pull together to make this 
Fayre a great success. 

Football Sweepstake - Winners and Consolations! 
Our first Football Sweepstake has now drawn to a 
close. Many thanks to all who took part in raising 
funds for our Parishes. My sincere thanks to Peter 
for organising this. 
Winners: £100 
12 Arsenal   Christine Collis St Peter’s 
24 Burnley   Claire Searle St Peter’s 
64 Plymouth Argyle Claire Atherton St James’ 
91 Leyton Orient  Tony Higgins St James’ 
 
Consolation Prizes: £10 
11 Wolves  Catherine Wallwark St James’ 
26 Huddersfield Michael Tester  St James’ 
72 Forest Green C. Hodgson   St James’  


