
St Joseph and St Peter, Newchurch 

 St James the Less, Rawtenstall 

Corpus Christi 

19th June, 2022 

Telephone: 01706 215634 

Parish Priest: Father S. D. Stamp 

email: simon.stamp@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  

Masses in St James the Less 

Monday 20th June    Holy Mass 9.00am  
Wednesday 22nd June     Heritage Mass 1.00pm 
Friday 24th June (Sacred Heart)     Holy Mass 9.00am 
       
Saturday 25th June   Vigil Mass 6.30pm 
Sunday 19th June   Holy Mass 8.30am 
      Holy Mass 10.30am 

 
Confessions in St James the Less 

 
Saturday 25th June   5.30pm - 6.30pm 
 

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Monday & Friday    8.00am - 9.00am 
Please note: No Exposition on Wednesday this week due 
to the later time of Mass. 
 

Funerals in the Coming Week 
Friday 24th June REQUIEM MASS for Michael Dawson 
at 11.00am 
 

Readers at the Sunday Masses 25th & 26th June 
6.30pm Alan Wilson 
8.30am Bill Wilkinson 
10.30am Paul Swarbrick 

Masses in St Peter’s 
Tuesday 21st June   Holy Mass 9.30am 
Thursday 23rd June   Holy Mass 7.00pm 
Saturday 25th June   Holy Mass 11.00am 
 
Sunday 26th June   Holy Mass 9.30am 

Confessions in St Peter’s 
 

Thursday 23rd June   6.00pm - 6.45pm 
Saturday 25th June   10.00am - 10.45am 

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Tuesday     8.30am - 9.30am 
Thursday     6.00pm - 7.00pm 
Saturday     10.00am - 11.00am 

Reader at Sunday Mass 26th June 
9.30am 

 

Mass Intentions Received: Sick: Paul Mulderrig 
Lately Dead: Katherine Fletcher, Tony Noonan,  
Hannah Brown, Louise Child, Moira Preston,  
William Christie 
Anniversary: Frank O’Neill & Harry Fletcher,  
John Mulderrig, Mary & Peter Connolly,  
Bernadette May Revens, Kathleen and Francis Caine 
Birthday Anniversary: Theresa Phillips, Peter Connolly 
Wedding Anniversary Remembrance: Katie Davies 

Parish Consultation 

Many thanks for the very positive response I have 
received already to the Consultation Paper distributed 
last weekend at the Masses in both churches. 
Parishioners have started to provide some very helpful 
feedback based on local knowledge of the Parishes. If 
you haven’t done so already, please complete the form 
and post it in the boxes provided at the back of the 
churches or post it through the Presbytery door. Once I 
have read through all of the forms, I will print a report 
on the changes I intend to propose to the Bishop. This 
will give parishioners an extra opportunity to make any 
final  comments or suggestions before I send the 
proposals in for the Bishop’s decision. Several of the 
comments made have already made me re-think my 
original thoughts on the plan going forward. 

Summer Fayre at St James the Less 

On Sunday 10th July there will be a Summer Fayre at 
St James the Less. I know there is a great tradition in 
this Parish of Fayres built up by Canon Lupton. 
Unfortunately, I have arrived very late in the day when 
preparations would normally have been ongoing for 
months. Added to that, this will be the first Fayre since 
the pandemic and it is possible that many people who 
were involved in the organisation of the day are no longer 
able to help. Many thanks to those parishioners who have 
taken on the organisation of different aspects for this 
year. In the coming week, on Tuesday 21st June there 
will be a meeting in the Old School Room at 6.30pm 
for anyone who wishes to help with the planning and to 
ensure we have all the bases covered! Everyone is 
welcome to come along. For next year, we will begin to 
plan well in advance, but for this year, could I encourage 
everyone to bring some goods to be sold at the Fayre. 
These can be left in the porch of the Presbytery, or at 
the back of church. Let’s make it a lovely afternoon when 
we can get together as a Parish family! 

Welcome Father Flynn 
We welcome Father John Flynn, the Rector of the 
Seminary at Valladolid who will celebrate the 10.30am 
Mass in St James’ the Less this weekend. 



Parish Primary Schools 

Congratulations to the children from our three Parish 
Primary Schools who received their First Holy 
Communion on Saturday in our two Parish churches 
during Masses at 11am. Many thanks to the staff of 
our schools for preparing the children for this 
important moment in their journey of Faith. Many 
thanks also to Canon McBride who returned to St 
James’ to celebrate the 11am Mass for the children 
of St James’ so that I was able to celebrate the 11am 
Mass in St Peter’s for the children of St Joseph’s and 
St Peter’s. Please keep the children and their families 
in your prayers! 

Visits to the Sick and Housebound 

One of the greatest responsibilities and privileges of a 
Parish Priest is regularly visiting the sick and housebound 
of the Parish. This has always been at the centre of my 
own priestly ministry and I would like to continue visiting 
the sick in both Parishes in the coming weeks. Many 
Parishes have found that due to the disruption of the 
pandemic, they no longer have an up to date sick list. If 
you know of any parishioners who are housebound and who 
would like a regular visit from the Priest with Holy 
Communion, could you write their contact details on a piece 
of paper and either leave it with me in the sacristy or post 
it through the Presbytery door. Similarly, if you are an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion who currently 
takes Holy Communion to the sick, could you let me have 
your name and contact details. Many thanks. 

         Heritage Tea Party in St James the Less 

On Wednesday, 22nd June there will be the Heritage Tea 
Party beginning with Mass at 1pm and Afternoon Tea 
following in the Social Centre. All are welcome. 

Welcome! 

Congratulations to Robin Kirsty Coyne who will be 
Baptised in St James the Less this Sunday at 12 noon. May 
God bless her and her family as she receives the new life 
of grace. 

Collection Envelopes at St James the Less 

This weekend, our kind volunteers, David and Liam, will be 
handing out envelopes for the weekly collection at the 
back of the church. Please collect your envelopes for the 
next year from them. If you are a UK tax payer and don’t 
currently have Gift Aid envelopes, please do consider 
signing up. If you are able, please also consider setting up 
a standing order directly from the bank to the Parish. 
David and Liam can advise you how to go about this.  

Condolences 

We offer our sincere condolences to the families of 
Moira Preston and Michael Dawson who have passed 
away. May they rest in peace. Michael’s Requiem Mass 
is this coming Friday  24th June in St James the 
Less at 11am celebrated by Canon Lupton. Moira’s 
Funeral Service is on Thursday 30th  June in St 
James the Less at 10am. Please keep Moira, Daniel 
and their families in your prayers. 

Weekday Mass Times 

Although there is not a section in the consultation 
booklet specifically mentioning the weekday Mass 
times because this is something we can decide 
ourselves without the Bishop’s permission, unlike 
Sunday Masses, nonetheless I am open to any 
feedback parishioners wish to give regarding times 
and venues. The current times are provisional until we 
fix the new Sunday Mass times. It may also be that in 
winter, an evening Mass in the week would need to 
change to a morning Mass. The evening Mass on 
Thursday is to give workers the opportunity to attend 
at least one weekday Mass as well as a weekend Mass. 
There is no reason these times could not change in 
future if we so decide. 

Clarification on current names of Parishes 

A number of parishioners have queried why the name of 
the previous Parish in Crawshaw Booth, St Thomas More, 
is not included in the banner of the newsletter or in the 
consultation booklet when the name of St Joseph’s, 
Stacksteads is. Before arriving, I did some homework with 
the Vicar General, Canon Cooke. When a Parish is 
amalgamated or absorbed into another Parish, an official 
decree is published and signed by the Bishop and 
Chancellor which contains the name of the Parish. When  
St Joseph’s closed and the Parish amalgamated with St 
Peter’s, the official name given to the new Parish was, ‘St 
Joseph and St Peter, Newchurch’. When St Thomas More 
closed and St James’ absorbed the Parish territory, the 
Parish was named, ‘St James the Less, Rawtenstall’. 
Therefore, although we give thanks for the former Parish 
of St Thomas More and acknowledge it’s influence on the 
Parish going forward, to avoid confusion, the name does 
not appear on anything official such as a newsletter 
banner or other documents giving the title of the Parish. 

Baptisms in the Parish 

I have been receiving a number of e-mails and 
telephone calls from parents wishing to book Baptisms 
for their children. I know currently that in St James 
the Less Baptisms take place at 12 noon on a Sunday, 
and in St Peter’s Baptisms take place during the 
Sunday morning Mass at 9.30am. Because of the 
possibility of a change in the times of Sunday Masses 
in both Parishes in the not too distant future, this 
makes giving a definitive time for Baptisms going 
forward difficult, since there will be a knock-on 
effect. I will do my best to honour those Baptisms 
already booked in before I arrived on or as near as 
possible to the times already given. In terms of 
future bookings, could I just ask for your patience 
for the next couple of weeks until I have looked at 
the consultation forms and developed a plan for the 
Sunday Masses, which will enable me to develop a plan 
for Baptisms as well. 


