
St Joseph and St Peter, Newchurch 

 St James the Less, Rawtenstall 

The Most Holy Trinity 

12th June, 2022 

Telephone: 01706 215634 

Parish Priest: Father S. D. Stamp 

email: simon.stamp@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  

Masses in St James the Less 

Monday 13th June    Holy Mass 9.00am  
Wednesday 15th June   Holy Mass 9.00am 
Friday 17th June    Holy Mass 9.00am 
Saturday 18th June First Holy Communion 11.00am 
       
      Vigil Mass 6.30pm 
Sunday 19th June   Holy Mass 8.30am 
      Holy Mass 10.30am 

 
Confessions in St James the Less 

 
Saturday 18th June   5.30pm - 6.30pm 
 

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday  8.00am - 9.00am 
 

Funerals in the Coming Week 
Monday 13th June FUNERAL SERVICE for Kathryn Mary 
Fletcher at 10.15am (Canon McBride) 
 
Thursday 16th June REQUIEM MASS for Howard 
Steeples at 11.00am (Canon Lupton) 
 

Marriage in the Coming Week 
Congratulations to Becky Saunders and Liam McCarthy 
who will marry in St James the Less this Friday 17th 
June at 12 noon. Canon McBride will be the celebrant. 

Masses in St Peter’s 
Tuesday 14th June   Holy Mass 9.30am 
Thursday 16th June   Holy Mass 7.00pm 
Saturday 18th June First Holy Communion 11.00am 
 
Sunday 19th June   Holy Mass 9.30am 

Confessions in St Peter’s 
 

Thursday 16th June   6.00pm - 6.45pm 
Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 
Tuesday     8.30am - 9.30am 
Thursday     6.00pm - 7.00pm 
 

Readers at Sunday Mass 
12th June Ann Goy 
19th June Maureen Ashworth 

 

Mass Intentions Received: Sick: Paul Mulderrig 
Lately Dead: Katherine Fletcher, Tony Noonan,  
Hannah Brown, Louise Child 
Anniversary: John Mulderrig, Mary & Peter Connolly 
Birthday Anniversary: Theresa Phillips, Peter Connolly 

Parish Consultation 

When two Parishes amalgamate, the Parish Priest is 
asked to consult the parishioners as part of the process. 
At the back of both churches this weekend, there are 
booklets containing the initial consultation. Normally, I 
would wait a while until I had started to get to know the 
Parishes before introducing the consultation. However, 
the times of the Sunday Masses will need changing in the 
short term so that I am able to travel between churches 
in good time as well as having the opportunity to meet 
parishioners after each Mass. Since the Sunday Mass 
times are usually part of this consultation, it makes sense 
to begin the consultation now. I have also consulted about 
which groups you would like to see developed in the 
Parish moving forward. I realise that some of these 
groups may already exist, and a number of parishioners 
are already volunteering in various roles. It is important 
for me to emphasise that it is not my intention to stop 
any of the groups currently existing, or to sack any 
volunteers currently helping in either Parish. Rather, the 
aim is to see how we can develop the good things already 
happening and perhaps look at unifying those good things 
which are duplicated in both places. Please return the 
completed forms to the boxes which can be found  at the 
back of both churches. Many thanks for your help! 

Visits to the Sick and Housebound 

One of the greatest responsibilities and privileges of a 
Parish Priest is regularly visiting the sick and housebound 
of the Parish. This has always been at the centre of my 
own priestly ministry and I would like to continue visiting 
the sick in both Parishes in the coming weeks. Many 
Parishes have found that due to the disruption of the 
pandemic, they no longer have an up to date sick list. If 
you know of any parishioners who are housebound and 
who would like a regular visit from the Priest with Holy 
Communion, could you write their contact details on a 
piece of paper and either leave it with me in the sacristy 
or post it through the Presbytery door. Similarly, if you 
are an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion who 
currently takes Holy Communion to the sick, could you let 
me have your name and contact details. Many thanks. 



Parish Primary Schools 

Congratulations to the children from our three 
Parish Primary Schools who will receive their 
First Holy Communion on Saturday in our two 
Parish churches during Masses at 11am. Many 
thanks to the staff of our schools for preparing 
the children for this important moment in their 
journey of Faith. Many thanks also to Canon 
McBride who will return to St James’ to 
celebrate the 11am Mass for the children of St 
James’ so that I can celebrate the 11am Mass in 
St Peter’s for the children of St Joseph’s and St 
Peter’s. Please keep the children in your prayers! 

 
Message from the New Parish Priest 

Dear Friends, 
 I feel very blessed to have been appointed Parish Priest of the Parishes of St James 
the Less, St Joseph’s and St Peter’s. I am no stranger to this Deanery as, up until 
September of 2021, I was Parish Priest of St Anne’s and St Joseph’s, Accrington and 
also the Rural Dean. I have a great love for this part of the Diocese and for the people 
of the Parishes here. Whilst I know you will be sad to say goodbye to your previous 
Parish Priests, Father Boast and Canon McBride, the arrival of a new Parish Priest can 
also be a time of excitement and renewal in parishes. I am certainly excited and very 
much looking forward to getting to know you all and serving both Parishes to the best of 
my abilities with Our Lord’s help. 
 As well as having to get used to a new Parish Priest, we also have the added 
dimension of a future amalgamation between two Parishes, with the two Parish Priests you 
had here in the Valley being replaced by just one Priest. This too brings its own 
challenges, but it can also be an impetus for new life and new ways of working together. 
It does mean that we will have to be patient with each other as we get used to sharing a 
Priest and the inevitable changes to the Parish schedule this will bring. 
 You will notice from the front of the newsletter that I have added to the timetable 
a period of Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament before each of the 
weekday Masses. Any renewal and success within a Parish is rooted and built up primarily 
not through numbers, or wealth, or activity, but above all by prayer and devotion to Our 
Lord. If we offer this time to Him each day as an act of love,  entrusting our Parishes 
into His hands, we can be assured that He will bring about the necessary growth in 
holiness, charity and numbers, so that all of our Parish activities have a firm and lasting 
foundation. It is also true that, at the moment, each Parish will have to adapt to having 
fewer weekday Masses and some of those Masses will be at different times to those we 
are currently used to. I have tried to alternate the weekday Masses between the two 
churches for now, as well as placing an evening Mass on Thursdays for any workers who 
wish to attend, and returning the Friday Mass to 9am from 12 noon. That is simply 
because with effectively three Parishes, I will need time during the day on Fridays to 
begin to visit the sick of the Parishes without needing to return half way through the 
day. The important thing to emphasize is that these Mass times are not set in stone - 
they are open to feedback and discussion from parishioners, and it may be that after 
trying them for a while, we make changes based on that feedback. That is all part and 
parcel of the consultation process. For the first few weeks, I am keeping all of the 
Saturday Vigil and Sunday Mass times the same as they are now, in order for 
parishioners to complete the booklet and advise me of the best way forward. 
 
May God bless you and your families with joy and peace, 
            Father Stamp (Parish Priest) 

         Coffee Morning In St James the Less 

This Sunday, 12th June, there will be a Coffee Morning in 
St James the Less after the 8.30am and 10.30am Mass to 
raise funds for the Parent Teachers Association of the 
Primary School. Please pop in for a brew and support our 
school. 

Coffee Morning for the Queen’s Jubilee in St Peter’s 

My sincere thanks to all at St Peter’s who organised the 
Coffee morning last Sunday at St Peter’s. The cakes and 
scones were delicious! It was a lovely welcome for me as 
the new Parish Priest and it was as lovely way to begin 
getting to know the parishioners. May God bless the 
volunteers who helped. 

         Heritage Tea Party in St James the Less 

On Wednesday, 22nd June there will be the Heritage Tea 
Party beginning with Mass at 1pm and Afternoon Tea 
following in the Social Centre. All are welcome. 

First Holy Communion 

This coming Saturday, children from all three of our 
Parish Primary Schools will receive their First Holy 
Communion. Please pray for our children and their 
families as they receive the greatest Gift it is possible 
to receive, Our Lord Jesus Christ, really and truly 
present in the Sacrament of His Love! May the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar be adored, praised and glorified 
in every place, in every age, and by every human heart!  

Welcome! 

Congratulations to Theo Blair who will be Baptised in St 
James the Less this Sunday at 12 noon. May God bless him 
and his family as he receives the new life of grace. 


